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Virginia delegations in conference draft a compromise formula. Rey-
nolds would merely pledge the maintenance of the Union. His resolu-
tion was finally adopted. Sickles, Barr, and Maclay, New York City
Democrats, voted against it as a meaningless gesture.18
Conferences among the Pennsylvania, Ohio, and Illinois delegations
the next morning met with no better success. There was really no com-
mon ground between the Democrats and Republicans. It was plain,
particularly among the Ohioans, that the Republicans wanted no com-
promise. The Democrats on the other hand refused to endorse pro-
posals for coercion or to give pledges of support for Lincoln. In this
state of affairs, Congress reconvened Monday noon, just a few hours
before the South Carolina convention would meet. This would be a
crucial week. If there was to be any compromise it must be brought
forward quickly.19
The House soon demonstrated its complete inability to meet the
situation. The Republicans sat back and left the field to the Demo-
crats, who merely underlined their weakness as already displayed in the
state caucuses. Florence of Pennsylvania introduced a proposition for
a constitutional amendment recognizing slave property in states and
territories and providing that no new states might be admitted unless
by the consent of two-thirds of the membership of both Houses; it
stipulated also that a three-fourths vote was necessary to override a
presidential veto of an admission bill. Cochrane of New York offered
another aflBrming the Dred Scott decision, protecting slave property
in territories, and providing for admission of new states with or without
slavery as their constitutions might stipulate; this had some of the
earmarks of Douglas. Sickles went so far as to offer an amendment pro-
viding machinery for peaceable secession. These embryo constitutional
amendments were referred to the Committee of Thirty-three, which
Morris, Illinois Democrat, contemptuously called "The Coffin,"
A second group of efforts was made to get immediate consideration
of reassuring resolutions which could be telegraphed to South Carolina
as evidence of a conciliatory spirit. Adrain of New Jersey introduced one
which deprecated the spirit of disobedience to the Constitution and
recommended that the states repeal such statutes as the personal liberty
laws. This friendly but impotent gesture was adopted, 153-14, though